
 

 

Barnowls' Home Learning: Summer 2016 
 
Children have a homework file in which they keep their work as well as documents to refer 
to in supporting their learning. 
 
Reading  
Children are encouraged to read for at least 10 minutes daily at home as well as the 
reading they do in school. Children record the books they read in their homework file. 
Children are asked to write a book review each month to show more in-depth 
understanding and enjoyment of some of the books they have read. 
 
Book reviews - a monthly book review is a more detailed account of one of the books 
which has interested you. Rather than write generally about the book, try to pick out a 
specific part of the book (an issue) or a particular character (how they behaved) or the 
author’s style (the language and the effect on the reader).  
 
Reading extracts are also sent home so that children can read through and talk through 
their understanding of these prior to answering comprehension questions. These enable 
the children to be challenged in their level of reading and increase the range of material 
which they read. Comprehension questions are about the choice of words chosen for 
effect as well as the understanding of the message in the story. Reading comprehensions 
are currently timetabled for Thursdays. 
 
Writing 
All children are expected to write joined up with letters of a consistent size. Children are 
expected to show care in the presentation of their work. High quality presentation, 
handwriting, spelling and grammar is expected in all subjects.  
 
Some children choose do extra writing practise at home when trying to improve their 
handwriting or practising the specific joins of some letters or words. Children have a folder 
of best writing in school which includes work from across the curriculum to show 
progression. This also shows evidence of the standard of their current writing. Some 
children choose to bring in extra writing which they have written or typed at home. 
 
Spelling 
In reaching the high standards of the spellings in the curriculum children are asked to look 
at these several times a week to be confident they can write these accurately in the weekly 
test. It is important that children can pronounce and give a definition of the words as well 
as use them in context in their writing. The spelling lists are based on the government 
statutory word lists with the addition of similar words to reinforce similar spelling patterns. 
The following steps support children to have a greater depth of understanding in small 
sessions over the week: 
 

• Session 1 - read through spellings aloud to check pronunciation and look up any   
  words or talk to an adult about any unfamiliar words. 

• Session 2 - use the look cover write check sheet to copy words 
• Session 3 - become more familiar with the words by looking at the spelling patterns  

  and root words 
• Session 4 - think about how similar words could be formed by adding or removing  

  prefixes or suffixes 



 

 

• Session 5 - find rhyming words with the same spelling patterns to extend spelling  
  knowledge 

 
Weekly spelling tests are currently on Fridays 
 
Grammar 
Children can practise their grammar skills online through spag.com. This is useful to help 
them to remember the grammatical terms and their use in context. Most activities are short 
with 10 questions and the session can be paused and returned to later if needed. The 
children get instant feedback at the end of each activity. 
 
Maths 
Mental arithmetic questions support the language and structure of different types of 
questions. These are used to keep known facts sharp. Read though and answer the 
practise questions at home. If there are questions which are unfamiliar or tricky mention 
this in class as there maybe a quicker way to answer these question types. 
 
RM easimaths has been show to dramatically improve children’s skills and confidence 
when used regularly at school and at home. 10-15 minutes sessions three or four times a 
week supports learning in maths lessons. Children can view their progress graphs in 
school and earn certificates for progress throughout the week. 
 
Times tables 
In class children practise skills in regular counting activities which are linked to knowledge 
of multiplication, division, fractions, percentages and decimals. Children also become 
knowledgeable of square numbers and square roots as well as recognising factors, 
multiples and prime numbers based on their knowledge of times tables. 
Regular tests are in the format of mixed multiplication and division facts moving on to 
those shown in different forms using percentages, fractions and decimals. 
Times table rock stars is an online programme and app to support children in practising 
skills and compete against each other. 
 
Education City is an online resource available for this term, with video learning, games 
and activities for English, Maths and topics. Access this through: 
Username: 878BridestoweAdmin 
Password: zsocxu 
 
Topics 
Mr Parsley continues to teach the science, history/geography in class. Mrs Baker takes the 
class for PE, RE and PSHE. Mrs Butler and Mrs Houghton teach art and DT. Mrs 
McDougall teaches music and preparation for performances. 
 
Children are encouraged to bring into school any facts and contributions for topics. To 
further increase the range and depth of evidence of writing children can choose to bring in 
writing they have done at home. 
 
Science 
For this term pupils will study plants and plant growth. There will be technical vocabulary 
which the children will be encouraged to learn and spell as well as understand and use 
correctly in their written work and labelling of diagrams. 



 

 

 
History 
This term’s topic is a local study in particular looking at the history of Bridestowe and the 
surrounding area. Contributions from home research are encouraged which could include 
the use of books, the internet, artefacts or family outings. 
 
 
Geography 
Children will be learning about Dartmoor and the geology of the landscape. Pupils will 
discuss places they have visited or wish to visit. Their learning will include a Dartmoor 
Ranger visiting the class and a guided walk on the moors. Last year the Barnowls took part 
in an art competition to remind walkers to keep their dogs on a lead. Look out for our 
winning pictures which have been printed are displayed across the moor. 
 
French 
The British Council is calling on people in the UK to make learning a foreign language their 
resolution for 2016. Parents are encouraged to learn a language with their children. Pupils 
learn french through songs, stories and activities in class. Duolingo is a free online 
program for anyone wanting to improve their language skills. Regular use supports class 
learning. 
 
PE 
Swimming - Children have made great improvements in their weekly lessons - try to keep 
up the practise when you can. We will be asking pupils to represent the school at the 
Okehampton and Launceston galas at the beginning of July. 
There are many lunchtime and after school sports club this term as well as inter school 
sports and our sports day. 


